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Report Highlights:

In June of 2007, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries approved a “Manual of Procedures
of Controlling Imported Foods through the Ports of the Gulf Cooperation Council.” The United
States and several other countries suggested changes to the Manual that would better align the
requirements with international guidelines. Implementation of the Manual has subsequently been
delayed as GCC officials reviewed the comments from exporting countries. Officials are expected
to meet again during the latter part of 2009 at which point there may be greater clarity concerning a
possible implementation date.

General Information:

In June of 2007, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries approved a “Manual of Procedures
of Controlling Imported Foods through the Ports of the Gulf Cooperation Council.” The United
States and several other countries suggested changes to the Manual that would better align the



requirements with in international guidelines. Implementation of the Manual has subsequently been
delayed as GCC officials reviewed the comments from exporting countries. Officials are expected
to meet again during the latter part of 2009 at which point there may be greater clarity concerning a

possible implementation date.



